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upheld and children protected from exploi-
tation. Americans want human rights and in-
dividual freedom to advance. Open trade ad-
vances those American values, those uni-
versal values.

By failing to make the case for trade, we’ve
allowed a new kind of protectionism to ap-
pear in this country. It talks of workers, while
it opposes a major source of new jobs. It talks
of the environment, while opposing the
wealth-creating policies that will pay for
clean air and water in developing nations. It
talks of the disadvantaged, even as it offers
ideas that would keep many of the poor in
poverty.

Open trade is not just an economic oppor-
tunity; it is a moral imperative. Trade creates
jobs for the unemployed. When we negotiate
for open markets, we are providing new hope
for the world’s poor. And when we promote
open trade, we are promoting political free-
dom. Societies that open to commerce across
their borders will open to democracy within
their borders, not always immediately and
not always smoothly, but in good time.

Look at our friends, Mexico, and the polit-
ical reforms there. Look at Taiwan. Look at
South Korea. And some day soon, I hope that
an American President will end that list by
adding, look at China. I believe in open trade
with China, because I believe that freedom
can triumph in China.

Later this week, I will send the outline of
my trade agenda to Congress. My administra-
tion wants to work with Congress and to lis-
ten to what the Members have to say. We’ve
been especially impressed by the fresh new
thinking of many Members about how to ad-
vance environmental and worker protection
concerns in ways that open trade rather than
closing trade. They recognize that one-size-
fits-all policies can’t succeed. They know we
need a toolbox equipped to match diverse
tools with diverse problems, and I agree.

And one tool I must have is renewed U.S.
trade promotion authority. I urge the Con-
gress, restore our Nation’s authority to nego-
tiate trade agreements. And I will use that
authority to build freedom in the world,
progress in our hemisphere, and enduring
prosperity in the United States.

We must pass the free trade agreement
with Jordan, one of our best friends in the

Middle East. We need to complete our free
trade agreement with Singapore. We must
proceed with other bilateral and regional
agreements. And the time has come for a
new global trade round.

I’m optimistic about trade. I’m also real-
istic about trade. I will enforce our laws
against unfair trade practices. And I want to
consider how we can improve our program
for trade adjustment assistance when it
comes up for reauthorization next year. But
we must understand that the transition costs
of open trade are dwarfed by open trade’s
benefits that are measured not only in dollars
and cents but in human freedom, human dig-
nity, human rights, and human progress.

We must make those benefits a reality for
all the people of our hemisphere. And that’s
the task ahead. I accept it with enthusiasm.
And I’m counting on the Council’s help to
bring sanity to the United States Congress.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. at the
State Department. In his remarks, he referred to
William R. Rhodes, member, David Rockefeller,
honorary chair, and Thomas E. McNamara, presi-
dent, board of directors, and William T. Pryce,
vice president, Washington operations, Council of
the Americas; and Peter F. Romero, Acting Assist-
ant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere
Affairs.

Proclamation 7434—Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month, 2001

May 7, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

As we move into the 21st century, the
United States continues to greatly benefit
from the contributions of its diverse citi-
zenry. Among those who have influenced our
country, Asian/Pacific Americans merit spe-
cial recognition. Their achievements have
greatly enriched our quality of life and have
helped to determine the course of our Na-
tion’s future.
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Many immigrants of Asian heritage came
to the United States in the nineteenth cen-
tury to work in the agricultural and transpor-
tation industries. Laboring under very dif-
ficult conditions, they helped construct the
western half of the first transcontinental rail-
road. Their hard work was invaluable in link-
ing together the East and West coasts, thus
vastly expanding economic growth and devel-
opment across the country. Over time, other
immigrants journeyed to America from East
Asia, Southeast Asia, and the Asian Subconti-
nent. Today, Asian/Pacific Americans are one
of the fastest growing segments of our popu-
lation, having increased in number from
fewer than 1.5 million in 1970 to approxi-
mately 10.5 million in 2000.

Asian/Pacific Americans bring to our soci-
ety a rich cultural heritage representing
many languages, ethnicities, and religious
traditions. Whether in government, business,
science, technology, or the arts, Asian/Pacific
Americans have added immeasurably to the
prosperity and vitality of our society. As fam-
ily members, citizens, and involved members
of the community, they reinforce the values
and ideals that are essential to the continued
well-being of our Nation.

Diversity represents one of our greatest
strengths, and we must strive to ensure that
all Americans have the opportunity to reach
their full potential. By recognizing the ac-
complishments and contributions of Asian/
Pacific Americans, our Nation celebrates the
importance of inclusion in building a brighter
future for all our citizens.

To honor the achievements of Asian/Pa-
cific Americans, the Congress, by Public Law
102–450, has designated the month of May
each year as ‘‘Asian/Pacific American Herit-
age Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 2001, as
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month. I
call upon the people of the United States to
learn more about the contributions and his-
tory of Asian/Pacific Americans and to cele-
brate the role they have played in our na-
tional story.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 9, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 10.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
Burdensharing in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization
May 7, 2001

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Pursuant to section 3(2)(B) of the Senate’s

resolution of April 30, 1998, providing its ad-
vice and consent to ratification of the Proto-
cols on the Accession of Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic to the North Atlantic
Treaty of 1949, I hereby transmit to you the
report concerning NATO membership,
burdensharing in the Alliance, and other
matters.

The report is comprised of two sections
that provide the required information to the
extent that such information is available. An
unclassified section covering common NATO
budgets, national defense budgets, costs in-
curred to date in connection with the mem-
bership of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech
Republic, and the status of discussions con-
cerning NATO membership for Partnership
for Peace countries. A separate, confidential
section covers NATO members’ capabilities
to deploy and sustain combat forces and the
adequacy of European defense budgets to
meet the requirements of NATO force goals
and capabilities initiatives.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; John W. Warner, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services; Ted Stevens, chairman,
Senate Committee on Appropriations; Henry J.
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